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BANCHORY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Monday, 13th April 2015 

Banchory Academy Library 
7.30 pm 

 
Present:  Mary Lennox (Acting Chair); Aileen Black; Jerry Cobb; John Owen (co-opted); 
 
Officials:  Cllr Karen Clark; Cllr Linda Clark; Lindsay Marno (police), Neil Benvie (police) 
  
Apologies: Louise Cameron; Rebecca Glansbeek; Corinne Ogilvie; Rob Sadler; Nicola Kenyon. 
Provost Jill Webster 
 
Members of the Public: Eileen Durno; Forbes Burn.  A third member of the public was 
present at the beginning of the meeting but left early without providing a name.     
 

1. Welcome 
Mary Lennox opened the meeting.  
 

2. Police Report 
During the period since the last meeting in March 2015, there have been no 
issues of note.  Planning is well underway for the numerous shows and 
games that will take place in South Marr during the spring and summer 
months. 
 
An operation to target illicit drug use in Banchory Licensed Premises took 
place on Friday 27 March.  A passive drugs dog was used as part of this 
operation to assist and identify any offences.  This operation was fully 
supported by local licensee's however no offences were identified during 
this operation.  Similar future operations will be carried out throughout the 
summer month.   Updates in relation to these will be provided in due 
course. 
 
There have been reports of youths driving carelessly and causing annoyance 
through the town, in particular in Bellfield Car Park and Tesco Car Park.  
Officers in Banchory have made aware of these issues and will carry out 
patrols in the evenings when possible.   
 
Police Scotland continue to encourage residents to keep their property 
secure at all times by keeping doors locked, valuable property and car keys 
out of view. Free home security surveys are available and are undertaken by 
Police Scotland staff. 
 
Residents are encouraged to report anything they feel is suspicious in and 
around Banchory and are reminded to make use of the 101 non-emergency 
number where appropriate. 
 
Free home security surveys can be arranged by contacting the Banchory 
police office or calling the non-emergency 101 number. 
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Regular updates are provided by Police Scotland by following Aberdeen & 
Aberdeenshire Moray Police Divisions on Facebook as well on twitter at 
@ShireSouthPol. 

 
3. Councillor’s Reports 

Cllr Linda Clark reminded everyone that Councillors may not in general 
express views once a planning application has been received as this could 
compromise impartiality.   
 
Cllr Karen Clark reported that a pre-determination hearing will be held on 
20th April to discuss a planning application for a mixed development at 
Braehead, Auchattie, Banchory.  (See Planning under 15a below for further 
information) 
 
Cllr Karen Clark reported that the current “valued views” policy becomes 
obsolete in 2017 and will be replaced by a new “Special Landscapes Area” 
policy.    Supplementary Guidance for the “Special Landscapes Area” policy 
is not yet available.  An opportunity for members of the community to 
highlight the Scolty area south of the Dee for inclusion as a “Special 
Landscape Area” in the new policy will be at the drop in session in Banchory 
Town Hall on 28 April from 1-7pm (more details under Planning item 15a 
below).   It was reported that the Scolty area south of the Dee is currently 
designated a “valued view”.    
 
Cllr K Clark reported that the new Aberdeenshire Chief Executive, Jim 
Savege is planning a visit to Banchory to meet with local GP representative 
Dr McCrone to discuss a new health facility.  Dr McCrone would like to 
discuss this with BCC. 
 
ACTION: Mary Lennox to invite Dr McCrone to present and discuss 
issues/options for a new health facility at a future BCC meeting.  
 
Cllr K Clark reported that the Bonnie Banchory group have organized a litter 
pick (as part of ‘Keep Scotland Beautiful’) on Sunday 10th May 2015 from 2-
4pm. 
For more information about Bonnie Banchory go to: 
 http://www.banchory.org/community/projects/bonny-banchory/ 
 
It was reported that Cllr K Clark is the Chair of Social Work and Housing 
Committee and also co-chair of the new “IJB” (Integrated Joint Board) 
which came into effect on 1 April 2015 to deliver an integrated service for 
adult health and social care provided jointly by NHS Grampian and 
Aberdeenshire Council.    
 
[Post meeting note: This new Partnership will seek to enhance, strengthen 
and develop the services currently delivered separately by Aberdeenshire 
Council and NHS Grampian.  This work is being undertaken because of the 
Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Act 2014 which paves the way for 

http://www.banchory.org/community/projects/bonny-banchory/
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the creation of new organizations - Integrated Joint Boards - which formally 
integrates health and social care services and budgets.]  
 

 
4. Approval of Last Month’s Minutes and Matters Arising 

The minutes of 9th March 2015 were proposed without amendment by Jerry 
Cobb and seconded by John Owen. 
 
[Post meeting note: Copies of the February minutes are available in the 
Library and also posted online on the BCC Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-
Council/606634609388296?fref=ts] 
  
 
Request to speak.  Forbes Burn requested to speak on the same issue he had 
raised about the revised Constitution at the SGM on 9th February.  It had 
already been confirmed that the constitution had been revised in 
consultation with Aberdeenshire Council and the Area Manager.  Mary 
Lennox reported that subsequent to the follow up reported at the last 
meeting (reported in the 9th March minutes, Item 15 A.O.C.B.) the Chief 
Executive,  in reply to a communication from Mr Burn, has confirmed in 
writing that process had been followed and that no further action was 
required.  The Chair then allowed Mr Burns to speak and he again re-
iterated his views as previously reported.  Mr Burns also distributed a copy 
of a document entitled  Schedule 14 which he stated was authorized by 
Constitution at 12(a) and 12(b)).  Cllr L Clark reported that all Local 
Councilors including Provost Jill Webster were in agreement and that they 
supported both the Chair and the Chief Executive.  It was concluded that 
the matter should now be closed and that further discussion was not 
helpful.   
  
Approval of the 9th February 2015 SGM minutes.  Proposed by Jerry Cobb and 
seconded by Aileen Black.    

 
5. Treasurers Report 

Mary Lennox on behalf of The Treasurer reported that the bank balances 
were the same as reported last month. 
 
A claim for £7.65 was submitted on behalf of the Treasurer for 
administrative expenses was submitted. This was unanimously approved. 
 

6. Requests for funding 
A request for funding for the Atholl Pipe Band competition of £100 was 
unanimously approved.  The competition takes place in Banchory on Sunday 
24th May in KGV Park and is being organized in conjunction with the 
Banchory Business Association. 
 
Banchory Scouts had also requested funding for an overseas trip to Canada 
next year.  £100 was unanimously approved. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/banchory-community-council/606634609388296?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/banchory-community-council/606634609388296?fref=ts
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8. Mill Hill Wind Farm 

No report 
 

9. Banchory Community Action Plan 

Mary Lennox reported that the follow up meeting planned for 31st March had to be 
postponed and has been rescheduled for Tuesday 12 May at 7:30pm. 
 
ACTION: Mary Lennox to confirm venue. 

 
10. Marr Area Forum. Mary Lennox reported that she and John Owen 

attended the Marr Area Forum.  This event covered: 
a. An update to the LEADER funding program.  Funding from the new 

program will be available from 2016 or possibly later in 2015.  The 
MAP can help identify potential sources of funding for a community 
project.  

b. The new Marr Area Plan is to be developed for 2016-2019.  A copy of 
the current Marr Community Plan for 2013-2016 together with the 
annual report for 2013-2014 were distributed. 

c. The experience of the Marywell Community Path Project. Including 
how they organized and funded the project.     

d. The new “Etape Royale” 100 mile cycle race which starts and finishes 
in Ballater.  The race is scheduled for 27 September 2015 and will be 

a closed road event.  Further information can be found on the web 
site for the event: http://www.etaperoyale.com/.  All those present 
supported this event. 
 

11. Facebook  
Jerry Cobb reported that progress continued.  Local interest 
Information was being posted regularly.   
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-Council/606634609388296 

 
12. Youth 2000 Project 

No progress since the last meeting. 
 

13. Keith White Award 
No report. 

 
14. Noticeboard 

No update. 
 

15. Community Council Reps 
 

a) Planning. 
Braehead 
As noted by Cllr K Clark a pre-determination hearing will take place 
in the gym hall at Hill of Banchory Primary School, Banchory, AB31 
5ZT at 7pm on Monday, April 20 2015. 

http://www.etaperoyale.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-Council/606634609388296
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The hearing is a formal process allowing those who have already 
submitted valid representations, as well as the applicant and 
consultees, to express their views to councilors before any decision is 
taken.   
 
It was agreed it was not essential for BCC to speak at the hearing 
given the comprehensive list of objections already submitted to 
Aberdeenshire on 5 March 2015.  It was agreed BCC representatives 
should attend the meeting. 
 
ACTION – Mary Lennox and if possible Corinne Ogilvie to attend the 
hearing.   
  
 
[Post meeting notes:  
 
1. The deadline for submitting a valid request to speak is no later 

than Friday, April 17 2015.   
2. A site visit will take place before the hearing at 6pm on Monday, 

April 20 2015. 
3. Although no decision will be made on the application at the 

hearing, a note summarizing the points raised will be placed 
before the Marr Area Committee when it discusses the application 
at a meeting on Tuesday, May 5 2015. 

4. A report detailing views on the application will then be presented 
to a meeting of full council on Thursday, June 18 2015 when a 
decision is expected to be made. 

5. A copy of the report to be presented at the hearing, letters of 
representation received and pre-determination hearing procedures 
will be available from Banchory Library, Bridge Street, Banchory 
AB31 5SU from Monday, April 13 2015.  The 31 page Issues Report 
for the pre-determination hearing is available online at the 
Aberdeenshire planning website under ref APP/2015/0225]   
  

 
 
The draft Local Development Plan 2016 was published on 12 March 
2015 and the formal representation period ends at 5pm on 8 May 
2015.  
Further information and copies of all the relevant documents can be 
found at the Aberdeenshire Council page:  
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans_policies/Proposed
Plan2016.asp 
 
A drop-in session will be held in Banchory Town Hall 28 April from 
1pm-7pm.   
 
 

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans_policies/proposedplan2016.asp
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans_policies/proposedplan2016.asp
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[Post meeting note:  
 
The drop in session is an opportunity for the community to address 
questions such as: 
• Where are and when will there be more houses or businesses built 

in your area? 

• Is the vision for your area right for your community? 

• Come along and discuss the proposed local development plan with 
the policy team. 

• Find out how to make your views known. 

 
You can drop in between the times listed.] 
 
ACTION: All BCC members to attend drop in session if possible.  

 
All BCC members to advise Corinne Ogilvie any comments on the draft 
LDP as soon as possible following a review of the LDP and after the 
drop in meeting 28 April in order to provide time to prepare and 
submit a BCC response before the 8 May deadline.     
 
ACTIONS:  
(a) ALL to provide comments on draft LDP to Corinne Ogilvie as 

soon as possible after 28 April. 
(b) Corinne Ogilvie to prepare response on behalf of BCC before 8 

May deadline 
 

b) Education 
 
Self-evaluation exercise.  Mary Lennox reported that Nicola Kenyon 
has issued an invitation for BCC to send a representative to attend 
the annual self-evaluation exercise on 25 May from 11:00 to 12:30 at 
the HOB primary CLD Building Room 1.  Mary attended last year but 
she is not available to attend this year. 
 
ACTION: John Owen agreed to attend this event.  

 
Primary School rezoning 
 
Corinne Ogilvie attended the public meeting on 18th March.   Future 
housing developments planned for Banchory have necessitated a 
review of the catchment areas for the two primary schools.   
 
The meeting was attended by Cllr Karen Clark, Cllr Linda Clark, Head 
Teachers of both Hill of Banchory and Banchory Primary, Corinne 
Ogilvie on behalf of BCC and about 15 parents from Banchory 
Primary.  Parent Councils from both schools were invited.  There 
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were no representative parents or Parent Council members from Hill 
of Banchory Primary. 
 
It is proposed that the existing primary catchment areas are amended 
from Aug 2015.  This does not affect any houses currently within 
either catchment zone but rather the new houses which are proposed 
at Lochton of Leys.  The rezoning does not impact on Banchory 
Academy catchment albeit the number of pupils from the new 
developments will add pressure on the secondary roll. 
 
The purpose of the consultation is to allocate resources more 
effectively and utilise spare capacity within the existing buildings at 
Banchory Primary.  The proposed housing developments to the North 
would add pressure on Hill of Banchory Primary and there is no 
available capacity to cope. 
 
Hill of Banchory has a current capacity range of 361-387. Due to a 
rising roll the capacity was increased from 333 to 387 in 2014 as a 
result of reconfiguration of accommodation to increase the number of 
classrooms.  As a result the school lost their IT suite and a music 
room. 
 
Banchory Primary School has a capacity of 550 and a current role of 
426 pupils, with a predicted decline in intake over the next few 
years.  In terms of available space there are 3 unused classrooms and 
two further smaller rooms currently used for ancillary purposes. 
 
Although the proposed rezoned area at Lochton of Leys is 
geographically closer to Hill of Banchory Primary School it is still 
under the 2 mile requirement for free school transport. It is 
anticipated that the change would add 5-10 minutes walking time 
onto the school journey. 
 
Banchory Primary parents voiced their concerns over inability of 
Banchory Primary to accommodate any extra pupils.  School meal 
times were already staggered and the school hall wasn't considered 
big enough to have a full school assembly.  The Council 
representatives responded that many schools within Aberdeenshire 
have a two sitting system for lunch times and that the possibility of 
opening up the space from the stage area to the main hall would be 
looked at to increase the main hall capacity. 
 
Banchory Primary Parent Representatives suggested that a better 
alternative would be to increase the size of Hill Of Banchory Primary 
School to take the extra children.  The Council Representatives 
responded that this wasn't considered a good use of Council funds 
where they already had building capacity nearby which wasn't being 
fully utilised at present, though an expansion of Hill of Banchory 
wasn't ruled out for the future. 
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Some general concerns were also raised about the current state of 
the building at Banchory Academy and in particular reference to 
some recent incidents including a light or ceiling tile falling down in 
the gym hall, though thankfully overnight and not when pupils were 
in the building. The Council Representatives advised this was outwith 
the scope of this meeting but there were no plans to replace the 
Academy.  Cllr Karen Clark stated that the Academy was a very good 
school and the quality of teaching was highly praised.  The comments 
from parents did appear to be more concerned with the quality of the 
building rather than the education. 
 
In summary, while the Parents of Banchory Primary appear unhappy 
about the potential increase in class sizes and possibility of losing the 
spare rooms the currently have, it is difficult to question the 
judgement of the Council in utilizing existing resources they have 
available before building any more.   
 
As previously mentioned, the lack of any safe crossing for children of 
this age group at the upper end of Raemoir Road is a concern and an 
issue that should be raised. The rezoned area going to Banchory 
Primary is on the Raemoir Garden Centre side of the road so there 
will be an increase in pedestrians crossing the road on school 
journeys. 
 
It was agreed that the proposed rezoning was sensible and there was 
no objection with the caveat of the safety issue crossing Raemoir 
Road as noted above.    
 
The response to the consultation needs to be made by 30th April. 
 
ACTION: Corinne Ogilvie to prepare response to the consultation on 
behalf of BCC and submit before 30 April 2015.   

 
c) B.D.I 

River Festival planning continues.   
Third Edition of the Banchory Newsletter has been published.   Paper 
copies are available in the Library and is posted online at the BCC 
Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-
Council/606634609388296 
 

d) Town Centre Improvement Group 
Aileen Black reported she will attend the next meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday 22 April 2015. 

 
e) Heritage 

No report 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/banchory-community-council/606634609388296
https://www.facebook.com/pages/banchory-community-council/606634609388296
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f) Banchory Sports Village 
No report. 

 
 

g) Creative Place Award.   
Banchory has been shortlisted for the £125,000 Creative Place Award 
for 2015.  “Postcards” have been prepared asking the community 
“what type of creative projects you would like to see happening in 
Banchory?”.  Completed cards to be handed in to the Library or 
Woodend Barn.  
 
[Post meeting note: Winners to be announced at Awards Ceremony on 
Wednesday 10 June 2015 at Falkirk Town Hall.] 
 

h) Health and Social Work 
John Owen reported that the Community Engagement Events were 
now completed.  Cllr K Clark had previously reported that transitional 
arrangements are currently in place and the formal inception of the 
new IJB (Integrated Joint Board) to integrate health and social care 
services and budgets formally comes into effect  on 1 April 2016.   
  

16. A.O.C.B. 
 

a. The Bonnie Banchory Spring Clean will take place on Sunday 10th 
May as reported in Item 3 above. 
 

b. Mary Lennox reported that a young person had expressed interest 
in the role of Minute Secretary.  ACTION: Mary Lennox to follow 
up 
 

c. Closing date for forthcoming BCC elections is 16th April. Linda Clark 
is the Returning Officer.  It was reported that 2 nominations have 
been received so far.  
 

d. Janelle Clarke the Marr Area Officer will attend our next meeting. 
 

e. Mary Lennox advised an amendment to the February minutes, Item 
6.  Last sentence should be amended to read “…Community Council 
Member…” instead of “community member”. 

 
f. The next Annual General Meeting will take place at 7pm 

immediately before the next meeting on 11th May.  The AGM will 
include the election/re-election of office-bearers. ACTION: Mary 
Lennox to distribute agenda for AGM.  
 

g. Brochures announcing that Fibre Broadband has arrived in Banchory 
were distributed.  To order or find out more information contact 
your ISP (Internet Service Provider) or contact 
www.digitalscotland.org. 

http://www.digitalscotland.org/


 

10 

 
 
 
 
 

17. Date and Place of Next Meeting 

 
Monday 11th May 2015.  AGM starts at 7:00pm followed by the regular 
meeting at  7.30pm in the Banchory Academy Library. 

 
 

Post meeting note:  
Further information about many of the projects and events discussed above can be 
found online at: 

 http://www.visitbanchory.com/ 

 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-
Council/606634609388296 

 https://www.facebook.com/BanchoryDistrictInititiative 
 
 

http://www.visitbanchory.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-Council/606634609388296
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-Council/606634609388296
https://www.facebook.com/BanchoryDistrictInititiative

