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BANCHORY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Monday 8th December 2014 

Banchory Academy Library 

7.30pm 

Present: Mary Lennox (Acting Chair); Rebecca Glansbeek (Treasurer); Aileen Black; Louise Cameron; 

Jerry Cobb; Nicola Kenyon; Corinne Ogilvie 

Officials: Cllr Karen Clark 

Guests: Alexander Burnett 

Apologies: Rob Sadler; Cllr Linda Clark, Cllr Jill Webster 

Members of the Public: Charlie Abel; Wendy Cobb; Ed Garrett; Edna Leavitt; John Owen 

1. Welcome 

Mary Lennox opened the meeting and introduced two new members of the community 

council, Louise Cameron and Jerry Cobb.  All attendees to the meeting introduced 

themselves. 

 

2. Police Report 

The police were provided with details of the meeting but were unable to attend.   

 

3. Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Karen Clark reminded everyone that there will be no parking charges levied in Banchory 

until Christmas.  This has been provided as a goodwill gesture by Aberdeenshire Council with 

parking charges after Christmas to apply only after 45 minutes. 

 

Cllr Clark advised the meeting that a new Chief Executive had been appointed to 

Aberdeenshire Council, Mr Jim Savege.  Mr Savege is currently Corporate Director of 

Environment and Community Services at Cumbria County Council and will start his new role 

in February 2015. 

 

4. Guest Speaker: Alexander Burnett – Hill of Banchory Development 

Alexander Burnett gave a presentation to the meeting on the current and future plans for 

the development of sites at Hill of Banchory, Woodend and Inchmarlo by the Bancon Group 

and associated companies.  The items covered were in connection to the Hill of Banchory 

housing and retail development, Inchmarlo golf course; community facilities at Woodend; 

co-operation with other interested parties on the creation of footpaths and horse riding 

networks; and the establishment of a Men’s Shed (similar to that at Westhill) on a site at 

Lochton of Leys. 
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5. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes and Matters Arising 

With no amendments requested, the minutes of 9 September 2014 were proposed by 

Rebecca Glansbeek and seconded by Aileen Black. 

 

Matters arising:- 

 

Mary Lennox reported to the meeting that The Trussell Trust Food Bank, who had been 

assisted by the community council in a planning application, had been successful and 

obtained planning permission for a storage shed.   

 

Mary Lennox notified the meeting that Lizzy Shepherd had been in contact to ask the 

community council on their views regarding a revision to the Banchory Community Action 

Plan.  It was agreed that the matter would be discussed in the New Year. 

 

Following the last public meeting, Mary Lennox contacted the Bonnie Banchory group with 

the community council’s feedback regarding areas to be planted. 

 

6. Feedback from October Private Meeting & Future Developments not covered in other 

agenda items. 

Mary Lennox highlighted the following as the key outcomes of the private meeting: 

 Until the AGM in May 2015 Mary Lennox will continue as acting chair, Rebecca 

Glansbeek will continue as Treasurer and Corinne Ogilvie and Louise Cameron will 

share the role of minute taker. 

 The online presence of the community council is to be improved 

 The notice board on the High Street is to be refreshed 

 Recruitment to the community council is to be addressed and interested candidates 

for membership invited to this meeting and January’s meeting. 

 Other matters discussed in October are addressed in the remaining agenda items. 

 

7. Constitution 

Work to update and amend the constitution had been started by Wendy Sadler (former 

Chair).  Mary Lennox and Rebecca Glansbeek continued the revision and passed it to Nicola 

Kenyon for review.  Nicola Kenyon advised the meeting that the document is ready for 

distribution to all community council members and the Area Office for final agreement.   

Mary Lennox is to action this and the constitution will be discussed at a Special General 

Meeting (SGM) to take place at 7pm on Monday 12th January 2015. 

ACTION: MARY LENNOX 

 

8. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer reported a bank balance of £610.45 with current liabilities of £100. 

The current bank balances for Youth 2000 accounts remain at £4,222.61 and £485.82.  

Rebecca Glansbeek is working with the bank on completion of paperwork which will allow 

the current community council office holders access to these accounts.  This is expected to 

be completed in the early New Year. 
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Monies are outstanding from the Millhill Wind farm development.  The community council is 

to act as agent in distribution of these funds. 

 

A deadline of 5 days prior to the next public meeting was set for any outstanding expense 

claims due to community council members (both former and current).  This will allow the 

community council to close out any and all previous liabilities.  Rebecca Glansbeek is to 

notify by email all relevant parties advising them of this deadline. 

ACTION: REBECCA GLANSBEEK – EMAIL RE OUTSTANDING EXPENSE CLAIMS 

 

9. Correspondence 

All items had already been seen by community council members.  There are no items which 

required discussion under this agenda item. 

 

10. Website / Facebook 

Jerry Cobb reported 94 ‘likes’ thus far for the Banchory Community Council Facebook page.  

The community council’s posts are being shared by other Banchory groups, with the 

community council sharing their posts.  

Jerry advised the meeting only problem had been encountered and that was in connection 

with the use of the new Banchory logo/brand, which is an outline drawing of St Ternan 

accompanied by the words ‘Banchory The Place To Be’. The logo is intended to be seen on 

one continuous line; however, for the purposes of the community council Facebook page, 

the words have been set as the cover photo with the outline drawing used as the profile 

picture.  Jerry Cobb said that the matter has been resolved with the designer and the 

community council can continue with the separate configuration for Facebook. 

 

11.  Youth 2000 Project 

Rebecca Glansbeek reported that the shelters in the Bellfield Park, erected as part of the 

Youth 2000 project, are in need of maintenance.  The intention of the community council is 

visit this in the New Year and compile an action plan of how best this can be achieved. 

 

12. Keith White Award 

At the private meeting in October it was decided that the Keith White award should be 

reinstated.  Previously the award had been a joint initiative between the community council 

and the Banchory Lions Club.  Louise Cameron reported that she had received a positive 

response from the Banchory Lions Club, outlining the criteria for award that had been used 

in the past and confirming that the Lions would been keen to work with the community 

council on the reinstatement.  Louise Cameron is to hold further discussions with the Lions 

Club and move this project forward. 

ACTION: LOUISE CAMERON – CONTACT BANCHORY LIONS CLUB 

 

13. Notice board 

Jerry Cobb and Rebecca Glansbeek reported on the progress made in updating the 

community council notice board.  The notice board is not completely water tight and so all 

notices are to be laminated. 
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Charlie Abel advised the meeting that he also accessed the notice board and placed posters 

advertising community events.  Going forward, the community council asked that in the first 

instance all notices be forwarded to a community council member.   

 

Rebecca Glansbeek reported that all notice board keys were now accounted for and it was 

agreed that Cllr Linda Clark and Jerry Cobb should each hold a set.  In her role as treasurer, 

Rebecca Glansbeek will keep the remaining sets. 

 

14. Dog Bins 

Jerry Cobb reported that he met with Aberdeenshire Council and was advised that the dog 

bin situation in Banchory is due for review.  In other areas Aberdeenshire Council are 

replacing existing dog waste bins with dual bins (dog waste and litter) but not where the bin 

is near residential properties as householders are known to use the bins when their own 

domestic ones are full. 

A further problem in Banchory is where dog walking companies are, correctly, filling dog 

waste bins but the volume of waste generated is resulting in an increased requirement for 

the council to empty the bins. 

This item is ongoing and will continue to be monitored by Jerry Cobb. 

 

15. Community Council Representatives 

a) Planning 

Corinne Ogilvie advised the meeting that she recently attended an event by 

Planning Aid Scotland.  Planning Aid Scotland provides community groups such as 

community councils with impartial advice and guidance on planning related matters.  

At the event Planning Aid Scotland explained the service they offered, gave an  

overview of planning legislation and provided information on minority ethnic 

issues relating to Gypsy/ Traveller sites. 

 

Corrine Ogilvie reported that no planning application had yet been made for the 

Braehead Development.  Piers Blaxter was contacted on 21 November to enquire as 

to the designation / protected status of the area affected by the Braehead 

development but no response had been received. 

 

On 8 December 2014 two new planning applications had been made which Corinne 

Ogilvie brought to the attention of the community council 

 

i. 24 Bridge Street, where a new house is to be built on the site of the old 

railway embankment.  The plans had been agreed but a new application has 

been made to take down 4 trees which are under Tree Preservation Orders.  

There was limited information available and the matter will be looked at 

again in January 2015. 

  



 

5 
 

 

ii. Duncan’s of Banchory have made an application for a House of Multiple 

Occupation (HMO) consisting of 6 en suite bedrooms and a communal 

kitchen.  The entrance to the accommodation is to be from the High Street.  

Corinne is to circulate details of the application to community council 

members.  In addition to this Corinne will discuss with the planning officer 

the possibility of extending the community council’s time limit for comment 

on this application. 

ACTION: CORINNE TO CIRCULATE DETAILS OF HMO APPLICATION. 

b) Education 

Nicola Kenyon reported that the youth consultation has moved to the next stage at 

the Aberdeenshire Youth council.  From this an action plan will be compiled for the 

Marr area and then further extrapolated to give the feedback for the Banchory area. 

 

Nicola Kenyon reported that the recent peer educators initiative has been a success.  

Two secondary school pupils (year 3) attended an educators course in Edinburgh 

and subsequently ran workshops on Internet Safety for primary school pupils.  

Positive feedback had been received and the project will be repeated. 

 

The transition project, facilitating an easier transition of rural primary school pupils 

to the secondary school, has finished for this year and plans are to start shortly for 

the next intake. 

 

Nicola Kenyon also reported on the Youth Volunteer project which sees around 12 

pupils from secondary school year 6 volunteer in a number of projects. Some pupils 

assisted in the aforementioned transition project, all are involved in organising a 

group social activity and one is assisting with Northsound radio Cash for Kids appeal.  

It was agreed that the Cash for Kids Christmas appeal for toys would be posted on 

the community council Facebook page.  Nicola is to arrange for one of the youth 

volunteers to contact Jerry Cobb with the details. 

ACTION: NICOLA KENYON – PROVIDE JERRY COBB WITH DETAILS OF CASH FOR 

KIDS APPEAL 

 

c) B.D.I 

Jerry Cobb advised the meeting that BDI intends to plant a Christmas tree for next 

year.  This tree will be planted on the site of this year’s tree which was donated to 

Banchory by Raemoir Garden Centre. 

 

All other matters are ongoing. 

 

d) Town Centre improvement Group 

Aileen Black reported that she was unable to attend the previous Town Centre 

Improvement Group meeting but had been provided with a copy of the minutes.  

Aileen Black is to attend the next meeting, and Mary Lennox will also try to attend. 
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e) Heritage 

Aileen Black reported that the murals in Scott Skinner’s Square had received a 

mixed response from the public. 

 

All other items ongoing. 

 

f) Banchory Sports Village 

Rebecca Glansbeek advised the meeting that of the £700,000 target required to be 

raised by the public, £450,000 had been achieved in the form of fund raising, gift 

aid, pledges and the original Bandswim fund.  £80,000 had been raised at a recent 

dinner at The Marcliffe, the Round Table and Banchory Lodge raised monies at 

another event with the Round Table keen to do more; and proceeds from the Scout 

Christmas Fair will also be donated. 

The next stakeholder meeting is to take place on 16 December and is by invitation 

only. 

 

g) Other 

Ed Garrett spoke to the meeting on behalf of Your Voice.  The Your Voice initiative 

establishes forums across Aberdeenshire where local issues of particular concern for 

older people can be discussed and solutions sought.  A forum has recently been set 

up in Banchory and Mr Garrett outlined the following concerns: 

 

 Second pedestrian crossing on the High Street 

 Issues in the area of Hanover Court, namely poor maintenance of 

pavements and paths and easy access to the local bus service. 

 Disabled parking provision, and its enforcement, on the High Street. 

 Edna Levitt, a member of the ‘Your Voice’ forum also highlighted 

concerns with the bus routes and location of bus stops at Hill of 

Banchory. 

 

Mary Lennox asked that Mr Garrett send an email to her detailing the concerns of 

the ‘Your Voice’ forum for which support from the community council is sought.  

These can then be discussed in more depth at a future meeting. 

 

It was agreed that a member of the community council would attend a meeting of 

the forum. 

 

16.  A.O.C.B 

With regard to the installation of a bus shelter on Hill of Banchory West, outside Tesco, 

Corinne Ogilvie reported that a response stating no objections had been send to 

Aberdeenshire Council.  A reply had been received thanking the community council for their 

input. 
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Mary Lennox advised members that Aberdeenshire Council are looking to run a seminar on 

social media training for community councils and a date will be set next year. 

 

Mary Lennox advised members that Aberdeenshire Council is to make an e-learning 

resource available to all community council members.   Topics covered include the roles and 

responsibilities of community councils; and IT skills.  Participation is on a voluntary basis. 

 

17.  Date / time of Next Meeting 

Monday 12 January 2015 at 7.30 pm in the Banchory Academy Library.  Please note a special 

general meeting will take place on this date at 7pm in the Banchory Academy Library. 

 


