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BANCHORY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Monday 14th September 2015 

Banchory Academy Library 

7.30pm 

Present: Mary Lennox (Chair); Rebecca Glansbeek (Treasurer); John Owen (Secretary); Louise 

Cameron (Minute Secretary); Eileen Durno; Corinne Ogilvie 

Officials: Cllr Karen Clark; Cllr Jill Webster;  

Speakers: Matthew Merchant (Architect for proposed development at 103 Station Road, Banchory) 

Apologies: Jerry Cobb (Vice Chair); Aileen Black; Rob Sadler; Nicola Kenyon; Cllr Linda Clark; Police 

Scotland 

Members of the Public: Mr Brian Hope; Mrs Angela Meakins; Mrs Sonny Petts; Mr Scott Reid; Mr 

Tony Tulett 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Mary Lennox opened the meeting and noted the apologies. 

 

2. Police Report 

The police were unable to attend. 

 

3. Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Karen Clark reminded the meeting that on Saturday 19th September Woodend Barn will 

showcase/ promote how the recently upgraded Scott Skinner’s Square can be utilised.  Also 

highlighted were the dates for the annual Bonnie Banchory Daffodil & Spring Bulb Planting 

and Spring Clean events, being 1 September 2015 and 9 May 2016 respectively. 

 

Cllr K Clark informed the meeting that although NHS owned defibrillators are sited at the 

Sports Centre and the Academy; it was Aberdeenshire Council policy not to train staff in 

their use.  A need has been identified by several Banchory residents for greater accessibility 

to defibrillators.  Aboyne was given as an example of where defibrillators are now available 

and accessible to the public over a number of locations throughout the town.  Cllr K Clark is 

to arrange a meeting with local GP (Dr McCrone) to discuss the subject.  The Community 

Council offered their support but in order not to duplicate any work will await an update 

from Cllr K Clark and assist where applicable. 

 

Cllr Jill Webster informed the meeting of the following that affect the Banchory area: 

 

i. Rezoning of Primary School Catchment Areas 

Cllr Webster reported that the proposed change in zoning school catchment areas is now 

agreed and implemented.  
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ii. Unauthorised cameras 

Cllr Webster informed the meeting that cameras, possibly designed to monitor road traffic 

volume had been installed on roads immediately south of Banchory.  Mounted on 

Aberdeenshire Council property, no permission for their installation had been granted.  Local 

residents expressed concern and the cameras have now been removed. 

 

iii. Site Adjacent to theTor na Coille 

Cllr Webster advised the meeting that planning permission for 5 flats (on a site adjacent to 

the Tor na Coille and previously occupied by a Shell petrol station) had been granted on 

appeal. 

 

iv. Deeside Way 

Cllr Webster reported that the Deeside Way between Cordiners’ Saw Mill and Morrisons 

Supermarket has now been upgraded and will be less likely to become waterlogged. 

 

v. Police Scotland 

Cllr Webster commented that a recent report on Police Scotland performance indicators for 

Aberdeenshire did not record a good result.   

 

In particular Cllr Webster highlighted: 

 Actual Numbers should be 571 but currently only 549 

 From 2014 to 2015 response times have dropped by 22% 

 There had been an increase in parking penalties issued of 254% 

 

Cllr Webster hoped to raise these issues with members of Police Scotland’s Banchory office 

at the meeting.  In their absence it was agreed that the Community Council would ask 

Banchory Police for their perspective on the results and how reduced resources are directly 

affecting them. 

 

vi. Banchory Sports Village (BSV) 

Corinne Ogilvie asked the Councillors if they had an update on the planning application for 

the Banchory Sports Village and whether they believed the project could still be delivered in 

2017. 

 

The Councillors believed conclusions had still to be reached on the detail but nothing had 

been said to indicate that it should not continue to form part of the capital plan under the 

new Council administration, nor its delivery delayed. 
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4. Guest Speaker:  Matthew Merchant, Architect for Development at 103 Station Rd 

Mr Merchant presented his plans for the demolition of the existing house at 103 Station 

Road and the building of a 9 flatted property which would be specifically targeted at the 

over 55 age group.   

 

Mr Merchant went on to explain the rationale behind the decision for targeting the flats at 

this age band.  Anecdotally a need for properties suitable for the older age bracket has been 

identified; it allows for some control over the choice of residents as a mix of age groups is 

not always complimentary (noting that the deeds will stipulate the age bracket restriction 

continues in perpetuity); the likelihood will be fewer vehicles; and location is favourable for 

the over 55s being as it offers access on a flat level to nearby supermarket, village amenities 

and bus stops.  Mr Merchant added that all factoring will be provided under the umbrella of 

one organisation. 

 

The Chair asked the members of the public if they wished to comment.  Mr Reid and Mrs 

Petts, both of whom own properties adjacent to the east side of the site, raised the 

following points of objection. 

 

Mr Reid expressed concern at the size of the development.  With specific reference to the 

flats being three storeys high, he claimed that the proposed building was imposing and 

would cause a noticeable increase in the overshadowing of gardens in the bordering 

properties of St Machar Drive. 

 

Mrs Petts echoed Mr Reid’s comments stating that her property would be overlooked by 19 

windows and the overshadowing affect her quality of life. 

 

Mr Merchant responded to the above comments by stating that as a developer there was a 

need to respect the privacy of other residents and he would give the issues raised due 

consideration.  With regards to the point on overshadowing he directed the meeting to the 

planning application documents on the Aberdeenshire Council website that include 

computer imaging showing the sun movement and associated overshadowing to be 

triggered by the proposed building. 

 

In response to Mary Lennox’s question on why the development is three storeys and not 

two, Mr Merchant explained that the proposal is consistent with the roof line height of the 

existing structure which has high ceiling to floor proportions. 

 

  



 

4 
 

 

5. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes and Matters Arising 

Mary Lennox requested a number of presentational changes, along with the removal of a 

paragraph.  The minutes of 8 June 2015 were then agreed, proposed by Corinne Ogilvie and 

seconded by Eileen Durno. 

 

Matters Arising 

5.1 Response to Mr Burnett regarding Banchory Coat of Arms 

Mary Lennox notified the meeting that this was completed and the topic of a Banchory Coat 

of Arms would be included for consideration under the Banchory Community Action Plan. 

 

5.2 Noticeboard 

No update was available as Jerry Cobb had sent his apologies to the meeting 

 

5.3 Community Safety 

Eileen Durno reported that a key concern of the Community Safety Group for South Marr is 

with Police Scotland being able to attend the monthly meetings, noting that without their 

input it was difficult to make progress.  There followed discussion on whether the Police 

Scotland report provided to the Banchory Community Council could be forwarded to the 

Group, however the meeting decided it was not appropriate with the best course of action 

being for the Community Safety Group to continue with their efforts to secure a 

commitment from Police Scotland. 

 

5.4 Community Council Scheme of Establishment 

Mary Lennox informed the meeting that as part of her participation in a working group set 

up to comment on the proposed changes to the Community Council Scheme of 

Establishment, the last meeting she attended focussed on planning and the recently enacted 

Community Empowerment Act.  It is expected that guidance on the latter will not be 

received for another 8 months but that the indications are for it to have implications for 

community councils.  Consequently progress is slower than had been expected. 

 

In reply to a specific question from Mr Tulett on the purpose of the aforementioned Act, 

Mary Lennox explained that the overriding aim was to give communities greater say in the 

running of their own affairs. A comprehensive piece of legislation, Mary Lennox reiterated 

her earlier point that until guidance is received from central government there is little to 

action at local level. 

 

Mary Lennox brought to community council members attention the email sent to them on 

11 September 2015 requesting comments on the latest draft of the Scheme of 

Establishment to be forwarded to her. 

 

ACTION: ALL: ANY COMMENTS ON LATEST DRAFT OF SCHEME OF ESTABLISHMENT TO BE 

FORWARDED TO MARY LENNOX 
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5.5 Speed bumps at Hill of Banchory (Sycamore Road) 

Rebecca Glansbeek reported that the petition for speed bumps to be installed at the Hill of 

Banchory had been removed from Facebook.  It was decided she would work with Rod 

Sadler to establish what the petitioners have decided. 

 

ACTION: REBECCA GLANSBEEK & ROB SADLER TO ESTABLISH STATUS OF PETITION 

 

6. Approval of Amendment to Draft Minutes of the BCC AGM of 11 May 2015 

Rebecca Glansbeek explained that in order to obtain Aberdeenshire Council funding for the 

financial year 2015/16, the accounts for the year 2014/15 must be approved.  Although the 

accounts had been approved at the Banchory Community Council of 11 May 2015, the draft 

minutes did not explicitly state their approval.  Consequently the AGM minutes had been 

amended and Community Council members were asked to give their approval to this 

change.  All present agreed to the changes. 

 

ACTION: REBECCA GLANSBEEK TO REQUEST 2015/16 FUNDS WITH REVISED DRAFT AGM 

MINUTES 

 

7. Post of Minute Secretary 

Mary Lennox introduced Angela Meakins who has expressed an interest in the role of 

minute taker.  In her role of treasurer, Rebecca Glansbeek proposed £25 per meeting (£250 

per annum) be paid to Mrs Meakins for her to provide the Community Council with a typed 

record of public meeting minutes.  This amount was unanimously approved. 

 

8. Correspondence 

John Owen circulated a correspondence log and events diary that he compiles for his 

reference and administration purposes.  It was decided that going forward both documents 

would be circulated, along with the meeting agenda, to all Community Council members. 

 

Although all correspondence had been sent to Community Council members for review 

beforehand, John Owen highlighted the following 3 items: 

 

i. Community Mediation Services (CMS) 

It was agreed that John Owen would invite CMS to speak at the November meeting. 

 

ii. National Prayer Weekend (25-27 September 2015) 

John Owen offered to circulate again the request from the St Ternan and Christ Church 

Prayer Group in Banchory for topics Community Council members would wish the prayer 

weekend to include.  Rebecca Glansbeek explained that it could be anything from praying for 

family members suffering ill health through to the current refugee crisis.  Community 

Council Members are to send any requests directly to the church contact or John Owen. 
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iii. Local Press 

John Owen stated that 3 requests had been made from local media for information on 

meetings, minutes etc.   It is also likely that a reporter from the Deeside Piper will attend the 

next public meeting. 

 

ACTION: JOHN OWEN TO INVITE CMS TO SPEAK AT NOVEMBER MEETING 

 

9. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer reported a bank balance of £1,422.30.  There are no expenses but an invoice is 

expected in respect of recently agreed advertising in the Deeside Fly.  Furthermore a grant 

of £1,203.62 is expected once the revised draft AGM minutes are submitted to 

Aberdeenshire Council (cross reference with item 6). 

 

The current bank balances for Youth 2000 accounts are £4,225.23 and £545.82.   

 

It was suggested that Banchory Community Council members think of ideas on how to utilise 

the grant, with the caveat that some monies will have to be set aside for the Banchory 

Community Action Plan (BCAP).  Mary Lennox said she was still waiting for guidance or a 

value as to how much the Community Council will be expected to contribute for the BCAP 

but will continue to pursue the matter. 

 

ACTION: ALL: IDEAS FOR USE OF FUNDS 

MARY LENNOX: SEEK CLARIFICATION ON CONTRIBUTIONS REQUIRED FOR BCAP. 

 

10.  Banchory Community Action Plan (BCAP) 

Mary Lennox welcomed the positive response there had been to the BCAP project from 

other community groups, with 13 attending the last meeting of Wednesday 9 September 

2015 (in addition to Eileen Durno, John Owen, Mary Lennox, Nicola Kenyon, Roisin Daly and 

Lizzie Shepherd).  Mary Lennox advised that the next meeting for the BCAP was scheduled 

for 6 October 2015 when it is hoped a steering group will be confirmed. 

 

11. Ward Forum Report 

Mary Lennox and John Owen attended a Ward Forum at the end of August.  These are 

designed to offer Community Council members from across the ward a forum to share ideas 

and best practice.  Mary Lennox reported that the topics covered at the recent forum 

included a presentation from Tarland Community Council; River Dee; European funding and 

the Advocacy Trust.   

 

12. Mid Hill Wind Farm 

Rebecca Glansbeek advised the meeting that both guidelines and application forms were 

now available on the Marr Area Partnership website.  An article for the local press has been 

written and passed to John Owen for forwarding on.  Rebecca Glansbeek went on to explain 

that the sub-committee had set the date of 28 October 2015 to meet and assess the first 

tranche of applications, thereafter meeting on a six monthly basis.  She requested that an 
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agenda item be included for the November public meeting to allow the full Community 

Council to ratify the decisions passed by the sub-committee meeting of 28 October. 

Advertising of this project will also be posted on Facebook and Rebecca Glansbeek will speak 

with those responsible for the visitbanchory.com website and the Banchory Fly to ask if they 

would also carry the advert. 

 

ACTION: REBECCA GLANSBEEK TO SEEK ADVERTISING OF PROJECT FROM BANCHORY FLY 

AND BANCHORY WEBSITE 

 

13. Keith White Award 

Louise Cameron reported that this had stalled over the summer due to ill health.  It was 

decided Louise Cameron would firm up guidelines / criteria for this award for consideration 

by fellow Community Council members.  This could then be passed to the Banchory Lions 

Club for approval.  

ACTION: LOUISE CAMERON: DRAW UP CRITERIA FOR AWARD AND CIRCULATE  

 

14. Community Council Representatives 

14.1 Planning 

1) Braehead 

Corinne Ogilvie reported that no appeal had yet been lodged by the developer 

following a decision by the full Aberdeenshire Council not to grant planning 

permission.  The developer has until 21 September 2015 to appeal and in the 

meantime there is no action required on the part of the Community Council. 

 

2) Glen O Dee 

Corinne Ogilvie advised that a decision on the planning application for the 

demolition of the old gatehouse had not yet been made.  John Owen reminded the 

meeting that the developer had indicated a planning application concerning the 

remainder of the site would be made by the end of 2015.  As yet this application has 

not been made. 

 

3) Hill of Banchory Proposal of Application Notice Form & Draft Master Plan for 

Neighbourhood Centre 

Corinne Ogilvie advised the meeting that a planning application for residential 

housing near Oak Tree Avenue had been received.  A decision on this application 

has not yet been made. 

 

Corinne Ogilvie then explained that plans for the remainder of the Hill of Banchory 

site adjacent to the aforementioned plans are at an outline stage only.  

Incorporating the Banchory Sports Village (BSV) and retail units, Bancon (as the 

developer) intend to hold a public event to outline and discuss the plans. 

 

Rebecca Glansbeek raised the issue of a lack of public pathways across the site that 

would allow schoolchildren in particular to access the amenities safely.   
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It was discussed how the original idea for the site had been to provide a football 

pitch and allow room for expansion of the BSV at a future date.   

 

It was agreed by the Community Council that the issue of access and future 

expansion should be considered when our formal response is requested.  In the 

meantime Mary Lennox encouraged attendance at the aforementioned public 

event. 

 

4) Inchmarlo 

Corinne Ogilvie explained that three separate applications have been made for this 

site; with key objections raised being suitable road access and concern over 

whether without a firm commitment all elements of the proposal would be 

delivered. 

 

Mary Lennox informed the meeting that the general feeling from local residents was 

that the original plans centred on the golf course and as well as residential houses 

included a cook school and Spa hotel whose facilities would be made available to 

local residents.  It now appeared as if this had been reduced to a residential housing 

development with hotel resulting in a concern that unless a firm commitment to 

deliver the plans in their entirety was incorporated, the result would be houses and 

a partially completed hotel. 

 

Cllr Webster suggested the original plans be revisited in order to provide an aide 

memoire on the original objective before providing comment on the current 

application. 

 

Cllrs Webster and Clark believed it would be November 2015 to the turn of the year 

before this application went before the planning committee. 

 

ACTION: ALL – REVISIT ORIGINAL PLANS AS AIDE MEMOIRE 

 

5) Development at 103 Station road 

Already discussed as under item 4.  Corinne Ogilvie offered to summarise the key 

points and circulate to Community Council members, along with guidance.  It was 

agreed Community Council members would then consider the plans and feedback 

any comments to Corinne by Friday 18 September 2015. 

 

Mrs Petts offered to provide a site visit but it was deemed not necessary as all were 

already familiar with the plot. 

 

ACTION: CORINNE OGILVIE TO CIRCULATE KEY POINTS 

ALL: ANY COMMENTS TO BE SENT TO CORINNE BY 18 SEPTEMBER 2015 
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6)  Licence Applications 

It was agreed that the Community Council has no objections to the recently lodged 

licence applications for the Old Clubhouse, Inchmarlo Golf Resort and Mamma Mia 

Restaurant.  In respect of the former, a letter confirming this position has already 

been sent and John Owen will organise for a similar letter to be sent for the latter. 

 

ACTION: JOHN OWEN TO CONFIRM NO OBJECTION TO MAMMA MIA LICENCE 

 

7) Banchory Forests – Forestry Commission Scotland 

John Owen explained that the Forestry Commission are to commence a review of 

their strategy of the land management of Banchory Forests and had offered to 

describe the review at a Community Council meeting.  It was agreed that the 

Forestry Commission should be invited to speak at the October meeting. 

 

ACTION: JOHN OWEN TO INVITE FORESTRY COMMISSION AS OCTOBER GUEST 

SPEAKER 

 

8) Forest Plan 

John Owen reported that Aberdeenshire Council are also to review their land 

management strategy and have requested an online survey on the subject to be 

completed by 14 October 2015.  John Owen agreed to circulate details to 

Community Council members. 

 

Aberdeenshire Council are to hold a public meeting in the Banchory Town Hall on 21 

September at 6.45pm.  It was agreed that those Community Council members who 

could would attend this event.  Any thoughts / feedback should be emailed to John 

Owen to assist him in the completion of the survey. 

 

ACTION: ALL: ATTEND FOREST MANAGEMENT EVENT ON 21/09/15 (if possible) 

JOHN OWEN: CIRCULATE DETAILS OF SURVEY REQUEST 

ALL: SEND COMMENTS TO ASSIST IN COMPLETION OF SURVEY TO JOHN OWEN 

 

9) Aberdeenshire Council – Local Development Plan 

Corinne Ogilvie explained that Aberdeenshire Council were reviewing their ‘Valued 

Views Policy’ with respect to Special Landscaped Areas.  As part of this review a 

survey had been sent to all Community Councils asking them to rank the criteria 

used by Aberdeenshire Council in order of importance.  As the survey response is 

required by the end of October it was decided that Corinne would circulate the 

survey details and a final decision on ranking preference would be made at the 

meeting on 12 October 2015. 

 

ACTION: CORINNE OGILVIE TO CIRCULATE SURVEY 

JOHN OWEN TO INCLUDE AS AGENDA ITEM FOR OCTOBER 
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14.2 Community Learning and Development 

As Nicola Kenyon sent her apologies, there was nothing to report however Mary 

Lennox reminded community council members of a training session being held on 

28 October 2015, as well as a separate minute taking session on 16 September 

2015. 

 

14.3 B.D.I 

Mary Lennox reminded the meeting of the BDI AGM on 29 September at 7.30pm in 

the Douglas Arms Hotel.  Although only BDI members can vote, the meeting is open 

to all and given the close relationship between the community council and BDI all 

were encouraged to attend. 

 

14.4 Town Centre Improvement Group 

The Town Centre Improvement Group did not meet over the summer.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for 6 October 2015 with Aileen Black and Mary Lennox 

attending. 

Cllr Webster drew attention to the recent improvements made to Scott Skinner’s 

Square and explained that this work was funded by way of planning gain money 

received from Tesco.  She reminded the meeting that although some of this 

planning gain money remained it would be time limited and as such we should think 

of ideas on how the remaining funds could be spent.  As the exact value and time 

limitations on the funds was not known, it was agreed Aileen Black and Mary 

Lennox would establish these two points at the next Town Centre Improvement 

Group. 

 

ACTION: AILEEN BLACK (MARY LENNOX) ESTABLISH EXACT VALUE AND TIME 

LIMITATION ON REMAING TESCO PLANNING GAIN MONIES 

ALL: CONSIDER IDEAS FOR USE OF TESCO PLANNING GAIN MONIES 

 

14.5 Heritage 

Nothing to report, all items ongoing. 

 

14.6 Banchory Sports Village (BSV) 

Rebecca Glansbeek informed the meeting that of the £700,000 target required to be 

raised by the public by September 2015, £550,000 had been achieved.  Rebecca Glansbeek 

went on to explain that trustees of the BSV had met with Aberdeenshire Council to discuss 

the shortfall and it was recognised that the remaining funds would be raised thus allowing 

the project to continue.  

Future fund raising events include an event by the Banchory Trampoline Club (20 

September); a Banchory Singers concert in the East Church (24 October); Meg’s Attic and 

Quilt Makers are to raffle a quilt; and a family fun day at Knockburn Loch (3 October).  Also 

the Banchory Beavers fundraising dance (3 October) and the River of Fish Auction (8 

October) will donate half of the money they raise to BSV.  In addition to the above a Money 
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Giving website had been set up.  More details can be found at 

www.banchorysportsvillage.co.uk 

 

15.  A.O.C.B 

i. Common Good Fund 

Mr Tulett asked if the Common Good Fund was still in existence, commenting that it had 

previously been used by the Banchory Community Council for flower baskets etc. 

 

Cllrs Webster and Clark confirmed that it was still in existence but did not know the current 

balance.  Offering to find out the current value they went on to explain that it was 

Aberdeenshire Council policy not to use any Fund capital, only the interest generated by the 

capital which in recent years has been greatly reduced due to the low interest rates. 

 

Mr Tulett believed capital could be accessed if a good case for doing so was presented. 

 

ii. Litter 

Mr Tulett expressed his concern over the amount of litter dropped by schoolchildren in 

Banchory.  He explained how he frequently picks up litter on the roads and lanes around his 

home and how he wished to ask the police why they did not take a more proactive role in 

discouraging the children.  He offered the suggestion of issuing fines, either to the children 

or their parents. 

 

As the police were not present to respond to Mr Tulett’s comments, John Owen agreed to 

contact the police and raise not only Mr Tulett’s concerns on litter but also Cllr Webster 

remarks on the recent performance indicators (see item 3).  In addition, the police will also 

be asked for their response to a complaint brought to the Community Council over the 

summer that motorists are speeding on Raemoir Road. 

 

It was acknowledged by the meeting that the local schools had done a great deal of work to 

address the problem of littering. 

 

Cllr Clark suggested an invitation to speak at a Banchory Community Council meeting be 

issued to Inspector Martin Burgess.  This was agreed by all. 

 

ACTION: JOHN OWEN TO INVITE INSPECTOR BURGESS TO ADDRESS A COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL MEETING 

 

iii. Marr Planning Group Survey 

John Owen briefed the meeting on a survey he has been asked to complete from the Marr 

Community Planning Group.  It requests information on projects currently being undertaken 

in our area.  As this would cover the work of other community groups, John Owen agreed to 

investigate further; establish to whom the survey has been sent and forward as required. 

 

ACTION: JOHN OWEN TO INVESTIGATE DETAILS OF SURVEY REQUEST 

http://www.banchorysportsvillage.co.uk/
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16.  Date / Time of Next Meeting 

Monday 12 October 2015 at 7.30 pm in the Banchory Academy Library.   

 

Further information about many of the projects and events mentioned above can be found 

online at: 

www.visitbanchory.com 

www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-Council/606634609388296 

 

http://www.visitbanchory.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Banchory-Community-Council/606634609388296

