
 

 

BANCHORY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Monday 9th November 2015 
Banchory Academy Library 

7.30pm to 9.50pm 
 

Present – Mary Lennox (Chair), John Owen (Secretary), Rebecca Glansbeek 
(Treasurer), Louise Cameron, Rob Sadler, Eileen Durno, Corinne Ogilvie, Nicola 
Kenyon. 
 
Officials – Cllr K Clark, Cllr L Clark. 
 
Speakers – Irene Reid (Community Mediation), Lizzie Shepherd (Banchory 
Signage Project) Harry McNab and Ben Freemen (Banchory Neighbourhood 
Centre). 
 
Apologies – Cllr J Webster. 
 
Public – Helen Stogdale, Alistair Murison. 
 
1.  Welcome and Apologies 
 
Mary Lennox (ML) opened the meeting and noted apologies.  She announced that 
Jerry Cobb has resigned from the Banchory Community Council (BCC) for 
personal reasons. 
 
2. Police Report 
 
There were no issues of note in Banchory.   
There have been a number of thefts and attempted thefts from cars and 
outbuildings, residents are asked to remain vigilant.   
There are still concerns surrounding speeding on Raemoir Road and temporary 
speed detection equipment will be installed for one week shortly.  It will take 
note of the time, speed and registration details, this will then be used to identify 
the extent of the problem and allow Police to carry out targeted enforcement 
action.    
The Operation CEDAR (Challenge, Educate, Detect and Reduce) continues to 
tackle poor driving standards and Operation Ruby to tackle car theft is still 
ongoing.  
 
3.  Councillors Report 
 
Cllr K Clark (CKC) mentioned the Marr Youth Action Plan; Inchmarlo Planning 
Meeting scheduled for 24 November 2015 and a emails from constituents 
regarding the problem with BT Broadband dropping off in the evening.  BT is not 
taking up complaints and CKC is going to go to Aberdeenshire Council to escalate 
the problem.  A further step could be to have a public meeting about the issue.  
Cllr L Clark (CLC) said that there were similar problems at Glassel last summer.  



 

 

ML asked that the Councillors keep the BCC informed as to what happens and 
that we will support them in finding out what can be done.   
 
Action – CKC to go to the council to escalate the broadband problem with BT. 
 
CLC brought up that she is trying to find out what Aberdeenshire Council’s plans 
are for the Banchory Museum as some changes have been made.  ML commented 
that maybe there should be a consultation and is there anything that the BCC can 
do.  CLC is going to get information from the officer concerned. 
 
Action – CKC and CLC to find out what the council’s plans are regarding the 
Banchory Museum. 
 
4.  Guest Speakers 
 
 Irene Reid (Community Mediation). 
 
Irene Reid from Community Mediation talked to the BCC about their services.  
They concern themselves with problems that neighbours can have with each 
other.  Since its founding in 1998 3,500 referrals have been made to them to 
facilitate and promote communication between neighbours.  They are impartial 
and don’t report back to the council.  When people come to them either directly 
or from being referred by an agency they give both sides the chance to talk 
without interrupting, help those concerned find their own solutions and then 
don’t police or enforce the outcome.  There is about an 85% success rate. 
 
Lizzy Shepherd, Banchory Signage. 
 
The work in Scott Skinner Square is finished with new seating, paving, tables, 
repointing in the amphitheatre and new lavender planted.  Bonnie Banchory and 
Landscaping are working on the planting with a view to being finished this 
winter.  The first public event was live music and drama workshops by Woodend 
Barn which was fairly successful.  The next event is a free theatre performance at 
midday on 13 December.  There is information on the Banchory website as to 
how to book the Square for events.  Details as to Health and Safety, Liability etc 
are still being worked on.  The art work at the main entrance, and the 
interpretation panels in the square are not finished and there is a new signage 
project being proposed to deal with this, amongst other signage.  The Town 
Centre Improvement Group is positive about the proposal and the aim is to 
enhance the signage around the centre and the identity of Banchory.  The 
streetscape is cluttered but with a lack of signs for cycle ways etc and the town 
centre needs to be more easily navigable for visitors to keep people in the town.  
There is some funding (exact amount tbc) left from the Developers Obligation 
Fund and 100 Day Fund and the idea is for input from a professional signage 
company.  Key groups including walking, cycling and heritage groups will be 
spoken with and a steering group formed with some community representation 
to finalize plans and costings before going out to tender. ML said that if they need 
input from the BCC they must ask.  The Farmers Market is not going to move 



 

 

back to the Square – the footfall has trebled and there is a waiting list for stall 
holders.   
 
 
Ben Freeman and Harry McNab (Neighbourhood Centre). 
 
Bancon held a public meeting on 1 October to discuss the community site.  The 
feedback covered ten points: 
1) Better landscaping and infrastructure should be in place for first residents 
with any new houses facing outwards towards the road improving aesthetics for 
passer by.   
2) Request for Bancon to consider affordable housing, smaller houses and 
bungalows.  Bancon acknowledged that bungalows aren’t necessarily the most 
economical to build regarding land prices.  The demand seems to be for over 55s 
properties e.g. bungalows but in a balanced environment with mixed housing.  
Harry McNab agreed that marketing has suggested that bungalows are very 
popular and with the ageing population in the area is a sensible choice.   
3) Support for a convenience store with a 325 sqm planning application was 
submitted.   
4) and 5) Other retailers, services, post office/box requested.   
6) Concerns over lack of sports pitches and North Banchory Company to work 
with Local Councillors and talk to Banchory Boys re football pitches.  
7) Query over lack of smaller properties for elderly people which is part of a 
longer phase. 
8) Path down to the school on west of the site to be developed and upgraded.   
9) Support for Doctors/Dentist but not NHS’s favoured option.  
10) Quality of play areas in the area is poor.  Lizzie Shepherd commented that 
Landscape Services don’t want lots of smaller play areas but prefer one larger 
central play area.  CO said that the area with the school and Sports Village would 
be ideal suited to play park/ball playing areas and that we need to be sure that 
community needs are met.  ML said that the BCC needs to discuss this further 
before committing and that we need to pass our comments to Bancon from this 
meeting.   
 
Action – Rob Sadler (RS) to pass on Chair of Banchory Boys details to Harry 
McNab.  CO and ML to write a note to Bancon. 
 
5. Approval of October Minutes and matters arising 
 
Proposed by CO and seconded by JO. 
 
5.1 – Noticeboard – no comments. 
 
5.2 – Litter – JO has walked the routes around the academy and there is not 
much litter around.  The bins are emptied daily and it was agreed that on some 
routes there need to be additional bins and that in order to feedback to the 
council we need to suggest exactly where these bins should go.  ML spoke with 
the school about litter and it is to be addressed at assembly and staff have 
checked the routes. 



 

 

 
Action – JO to draw up a list of potential sites before going to Aberdeenshire 
Council. 
 
5.3 – CPR/PAD Project - RS and Rebecca Glansbeek (RG) attended the meeting 
run by the Fire Brigade.  They fed back the information that the survival rate 
from a cardiac arrest can be increased from 4% (as it is in Scotland currently) to 
34% (as in Scandinavia) if the population can be 5 minutes from a defibrillator.  
Therefore we would need 8 in Banchory.  The cost is £1294 per defibrillator, plus 
cost of the electrical box; the electrodes per usage and battery replacement every 
five years.  The British Heart Foundation would fund the balance of the cost of 
defibrillator if a business were to pay the first £400, and Banchory fire brigade 
can fund one or two.  The idea is that BCC and Banchory District Initiative (BDI) 
work together as BDI have liability insurance.  Mid Deeside have got further with 
this project and are going to the next meeting with RG and RS.  Eileen Durno said 
that this may be a good use of funds from the Common Good fund.  ML said that 
we need guidance from the Community Empowerment Act as to whether we can 
do this.  To support this whole project training more people in the community in 
CPR would be ideal, perhaps with the support of the Safety Committee and those 
in clubs throughout the community.   
 
5.4 – Scheme of Establishment   
 
ML attending draft Scheme of Establishment meeting later this week. 
 
6.  Correspondence 
 
Dark Matters Distillers have applied for a premise license at Burn o’ Bennie. 
A report has been written from the Community Empowerment Conference that 
JO and CO attended and they will email that to the committee.   
BCC received an email from the Citizens Advice Bureau regarding funding to set 
up an office.  RG said that we don’t normally give the whole amount upon request 
but rather a contribution.  There is currently no protocol in place to assess 
demands for funding but rather on a first come first served.  We need to have 
more procedures in place regarding funding.  It appears that the funds would be 
used for the benefit of staff working at the CAB rather than benefit the larger 
community.  It was voted 3-2 that we should not give the funds as we are not in a 
position at this time to make a financial contribution.   NK suggested that a sub 
group should be developed as to deal with financial requests going forward. 
JO and LC currently creating an archive of BCC documents to pass to the archives 
in Aberdeen. 
Silverbank Crescent feeding to Silverbank Gardens kerbs are dangerously high in 
comparison to the road.  JO spoke to Ralph Silverton about this and he is going to 
inspect them.   
ML sent thank you letters to Aileen Black and Jerry Cobb. 
 
7. Treasurers Report 
 



 

 

BCC received its grant of £1238.62.  There have been two expenses recently 
totaling £200, and two more this month of £50 for minute taking secretary and 
£7.80 on photocopying for Wind Farm.  In addition BCC will need to pay the 
Minute taker for the Banchory Community Action Plan. 
 
8.  Banchory Community Action Plan 
 
From the 27 October 2015 meeting there is a Subgroup meeting on 1 December 
2015 for a draft document with the draft expected to be completed by the 
beginning of January.   
 
9. Mid Hill Wind Farm 
 
Two applications for funding were approved.  First from Banchory Day Centre 
who applied for £500 to cover the cost of their £1000 yearly entertainment 
budget.  Secondly Banchory Sports Village asked for £500 for their funds.  The 
difficulty is that the funds are meant to be used within 12 months of being 
received and due to extended timescales with the building this is not possible.   
 
Action - RG to speak to Fred Olson of the Mid Hill Wind Farm regarding difficulty 
in passing the funds to the Sports Village immediately.  
 
10. Keith White Award 
 
LC spoke with Anne Lamb at Lions regarding changing the maximum age range 
of the award to 25 from 35 with the caveat that if there is not a suitable 
candidate then the age range reverts to the original.  The Lions will source a 
trophy and Anne is arranging the wording for the press release.  Applications 
will be open from mid January and will have a closing date of the end of February 
2016 with the award being presented on 19 March 2016 at the Farmers Market.   
 
11. Community Council Representatives 
 
11.1  Planning 
 
a. Braehead – the appeal is in progress with no new applications. 
 
b. Hill of Banchory Neighbourhood Centre – The application has been 
submitted for 40 new houses in phase one and also for the shops.  Comments so 
far from the policy team that they are not in favour of shops but are happy with a 
small number.  However 75% of the site is to be houses with far less of 
community spaces than the original project suggested.  The density of properties 
is far greater with a lack of open spaces..  Aberdeenshire Council are putting 
together their application for the Sports Village. 
 
Action - CO and ML to write a note to Bancon. 
 
c. Inchmarlo – awaiting decision.   
 



 

 

Action - ML and CO to go to the committee on 24 November.   
 
d. Aberdeenshire Special Landscapes – CO and ML completed the 
questionnaire and assessed the criteria and nominated areas.   
 
e. Local Development Plan 2016 – any responses to JO. 
 
11.2 Community Learning and Development - may not happen on 30 
November 2015. 
 
11.3 BDI – no comment 
 
11.4  Heritage – no comment 
 
11.5 Banchory Sports Village – Total currently at £557,427.72  Fundraising 
continues with a band playing on 21 November 2015 and Burns Supper on 28 
January 2016. 
 
NEXT MEETING MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2015 AT 7.30PM AT BANCHORY 
ACADEMY LIBRARY. 
 
 
 


